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Abstract: With focusing on the formative mechanism of the City God as the God of Justice, the
actual interaction of Chinese law and religion can be fleshed out. The “miracles” attached to the
City God in the judicial experience can not be simply dismissed as fictional. There are four parts
of the rationale of the formation of the Chinese God of Justice: the rationalist legal system of
Confucianism and Legalism is not sufficient to solve the problem of full implementation of the
law; the traditional imperial policy of education through deity is ready for a patron god for judges;
the karmic justice that holds people before and after death responsible for all the misdeeds can
only be fully done in the court of the City God; a steady stream of retributive justice stories estab-
lish a causal link between miracles and the City God. Understanding the rationale of the City God
as the God of Justice can help us understand why law will not work if it has no interaction with re-
ligion.

Key Words: the city god, justice, law, religion
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