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The Function of the Jury's Unanimous Verdict

—_
5%
GAO Yifei

[ ZE] RFEH-—BHRARLRETEE, EXEH -FRIEWHFE 1967 £ (A
EEREE) PUBGK, X—FENE. WREFEHREERDNE NA K-SR KX, TU
EERKSBARBENRE, 2EKAEZRRZAARFERBEFTAELL - RKE, 5N H
THERFEIFE-—ZHAR. BEFEI BB AEAHBBER T, RAKRPHE. LA
AL, SREhhe, EXRYRETTULANEERT RE, BRFH R AR
MwEkR#HBE, ABLARFTEANRRXAEAFTT —BZRANELR, EXxERHEKR R
GMARH, REAEEZNEZMLEEN, BHRIAFZTEXY “LFFERTENE T,
RETUGBLEENME, TRETAARBEFRS M, U TRAWHAXEER, BN
YR —FHA, WRIAEEE -—FREN, FTRRALRHFZELA.

[x@BAY KFEH-—ZRKZ WMWHERE FHAZFHR HHREAEENE LHhIEX

[FEH>KS] DF73 [X#EFRIRABY A [XEHS] 2095 - 9206 (2018) 06 — 0114 — 15

Abstract : The principle of jury’s unanimous verdict originated in Britain, but this rule
was revised in the 1967 Criminal Justice Act, according to this principle: if the jury fails to
reach a unanimous verdict within 2 hours, it can reach a rule that the vast majority of people
can be agreed with. The US federal court system persisted that the rule of jury’s unanimous
verdict but the states can choose to apply it if they needed. The principle of jury’s unanimous
verdict has the functions of deliberative democracy, protecting people’s rights, discovering the
truth and realizing the function of law., but whether these functions can be realized all
suffered question. The trend of the rule of jury’s unanimous verdict is that most of the
regions have abandoned it except the US federal court system. Because it has an important
symbolic meaning which is called “the most reliable display of God’s voice” in judicial jus-
tice. China can learn from the practice of the United States, whether or not there are jurors
to participate in the verdict and review of the death penalty should be a unanimous verdict,
the one who should not be sentenced by the death penalty if jurors cannot reach a unanimous
verdict.
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