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Abstract: Standards of environmental permits are very important in the draft Ecological and
Environmental Code. In practice, a part of standards of environmental permits has showed an
advance character. Administrative agencies set long-term goals of environmental protection
beyond the current level of social development, which will be the basis of environmental permits
in the future. Advance standards of environmental permits play an important role in promoting
technology development and reducing environmental risks. However, existing practical
experiences show urgent needs to strengthen the legal control of the system. Agencies often adjust
the implementation dates of advance standards, which reflects arbitrariness and uncertainty in the
operation of the system and brings a series of problems, such as destroying the stability of the
law, impairing reliance interest, influencing the realization of the institutional function and
increasing the risk of regulatory capture. Therefore, the legal control of advance standards of
environmental permits should be strengthened: during the standard setting phase, administrative
agencies should give reasons for necessity and feasibility of advance standards; during the
standard implementation phase, the power of agencies to adjust and apply advance standards
should be regulated by limiting substantive conditions, strengthening the procedural restriction
mechanism and perfecting the reliance protection system.

Key Words: standards of environmental permits, advance standards, legal control
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