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Abstract: Retroactive effect is a widely used legislative technique in civil law, which is not same as
the retroactive effect of the law. The typical types of retroactive effect can be classified according
to the doctrinal system of civil law, such as retroactive qualification of the civil subject,
retroactive status, content and result of the legal transactions, retroactive interruption of the
prescription and retroactive extinguished debt. The primary characteristic of retroactive effect is
that the legislator makes two evaluations of the same fact, i. e. the first uncertain evaluation, and
the second certain evaluation. On this basis, there is a objective period of suspension, a status of
suspension in which the legal binding force is not affected, a definitive status with retroactive
effect and a possible restitution are created. The norms of retroactive effect are an independent
type of norm that can be either compulsory or dispositive, and are always incomplete; norms of
exception, norms of notice and legal fiction don’t correspond to the characteristics of the retroactive
effect, so they should not be confused with each other because of the same expressions in the
provisions. The unscientific concept of “riickwirkende Fiktion” should be discarded.
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