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Abstract: Carbon sink trading refers to the act of buying and selling emission reduction credit
indicators through agreements. Due to its functions of carbon reduction and carbon sequestration
increase, it has been introduced into the judicial practice of ecological environment restoration.
However, the unclear legal nature of carbon sink trading and the uncertain theoretical basis for its
application to ecological restoration have triggered legitimacy disputes. Based on the characteristics of
carbon sink products, carbon sink trading possesses ecological restoration functions such as
duration loss compensation, enriching ecological restoration tools, and breaking through the
limitations of the “polluter pays” principle. The quasi-property right attribute of carbon sink
rights, and the embedded relationship between the carbon sink trading mechanism and ecological
environment restoration, provide a legitimate basis for the application of carbon sink trading. In
the future, the standardization of carbon sink trading can be achieved through the general
provisions of the Ecological Environment Code, together with specialized legislation or judicial
interpretations.
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