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Abstract: In current criminal law scholarship, there is a tendency toward overgeneralization in the
determination of cumulative offenses, with legal interests serving as the core criterion for their
identification. While the legitimacy of cumulative offenses is closely linked to the protection of
collective legal interests, collective legal interests should not be equated with the specific legal
interests protected by cumulative offenses. Based on the form and connotation of legal interests,
collective legal interests can be categorized into holistic and individual types, with cumulative
offenses specifically aimed at safeguarding holistic collective legal interests. When determining the
form of collective legal interests, pseudo-collective legal interests that merely appear to possess
holistic characteristics on the surface must first be excluded. Holistic collective legal interests can
be identified through two approaches: examining whether statutory provisions stipulate actual
harm or specific dangerous consequences targeting collective legal interests, and determining
whether the legal interests, by their nature or protective purpose, allow for individualized
interpretation. Cumulative offenses can only exist in the form of conduct crimes, the statutory
provisions for the crime of environmental pollution include the element of “pollution” as an actual
harm result, which protects individual and specific environmental legal interests, thus, this crime
should not be interpreted as a cumulative offense.

Key Words: accumulative offences, collective legal interests, conduct crimes, environmental

pollution offence, environmental code
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