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On the Appellants for Constitutional Interpretation in China
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Abstract: According to the LLaw on Legislation, there are several legitimate appellants who have
the authority to demand for a constitutional interpretation: the State Council, the Central Military
Commission, the Supreme Court, the Supreme Procuratorate, the special committees of the National
People’s Congress, and the standing committees of the people’s congresses in the provincial level. The
Procedural LLaw on the Constitutional Interpretation drafted by some scholars divided these appellants
into three categories. The first category is in charge of interpretations drawing from the abstract consti-
tutional review. This category includes all the organs listed above with the exception of Supreme Court
and Supreme Procuratorate. In the meantime, the first category should include 60 deputies or a delega-
tion in the NPC, in the draft, it is suggested to also include the people’s congresses and their standing
committees of the relatively big cities, as well as two delegations instead of one. The second category is
about the interpretations drawing from the concrete constitutional reviews. The competent organs
would be the Supreme Court (the power to file a demand) ., and the sitting judges, as well as the par-
ties of litigation (the right to suggest). The Supreme Procuratorate is also in the second category. The
third category is about the constitutional complaints, which is connected to but different from the con-
crete constitutional review.

Key words: Constitutional Interpretation; Appellant; the Appellant for Interpretations in the Ab-

stract Review; the Appellant for Interpretations in the Concrete Review; Constitutional Complaint
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