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“Experimentalist Governance” and Internet Platform Anti-trust

Regulation: A New Approach
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Abstract: As a typical two-sided market, both of the zero marginal cost and the indirect network
effect affect the effectiveness of traditional legal system considering the anti-trust regulation of internet
platform giant, such as Google. The growing uncertainty brought by rapid technical innovation and
complex business model also makes things worse. To fit with the change of governance environment,
scholars proposed a new theory named “Experimentalist Governance” to substitute the traditional way
focusing on “Principal Agent” structure. The “Experimentalist Governance” mainly emphasizes the
mechanism design to solve the practical problem, of which the two basic mechanisms include the “De-
stabilization Regimes” and the “Co-learning”. In this background, this article analyses the anti-trust
investigation case against Google by the European Commission to prove how the “Experimentalist Gov-
ernance” theory can be applied in this field and how these two mechanism are embodied in this case.
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