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Abstract: Article 48 of the new Administrative Punishment Law limits the scope of the disclosure
of administrative punishment decisions. The disclosure of administrative punishment decisions is
selective rather than all, which is limited to “having a certain social impact”. However, what is
“having a certain social influence” does not form a unified and clear standard, which makes the
function of administrative punishment decision open has not been well realized. The identification
of “having a certain social influence” has a conflict between the privacy right of the punished per-
son and the public’s right to know, and between the performance of statutory duties and the pro-
tection of personal information. In order to effectively prevent the improper disclosure of adminis-
trative punishment decisions from causing damage to the legitimate rights and interests of the ad-
ministrative counterpart, it is necessary to analyze the uncertain legal concept of “having a certain
social impact” from the three dimensions of the subject identification standard, the behavior type
standard and the public interest weighing standard.
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