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Research on the Development Stage of Tax Legalism

from the View of “Magna Carta”
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Abstract. Magna Carta was born in the crisis of tax, then tax was called “The mother of constitu-
tional government” . The tax principle of “No taxation without representation” originated from Magna
Carta, which means that we should limit the tax power of the government and protect the property
right of the people. Magna Carta concerns the idea of humans right, freedom of contract and popular
sovereignty, and its tax legalism becomes mature after the revolution of American, England and
France. Nowadays, tax power is in the hand of the people, the core principle of tax constitutionalism
is to regulate the tax power. Magna Carta has a profound effect on many countries which ruled by law,
and it can also contribute to implement the “Statutory Taxation Principle” in China.
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