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Abstract: Countermeasures to financial sanctions include two types. One is based on the counter-
measures within the financial sanctions system, and the other is the external countermeasures
beyond financial sanctions. Due to the asymmetry of financial sanctions, passive countermeasures
often get half the result with double the effort, and can only play some declaratory or deterrent
function. As a matter of fact, its practical effect is far weaker than the sanctions themselves.
Facing financial hegemonies with completely unequal strengths, the sanctioned countries on the
weaker side are not equipped with no solutions. The key of breaking the situation lies in building
an “asymmetric countermeasure” system. using relatively symmetric financial innovations and
financial practices, actively jumping out of the self-circulation logic of self-referential closed oper-
ation of the financial sanctions system. Through institutional countermeasures to improve the
openness of financial system, through physical countermeasures to promote the renminbi interna-
tionalization, through the innovation of discourse-based countermeasures to establish institutional
discourse power in global financial governance, the sanctioned country may force the “long arm”
of financial sanctions to shrink inward, finally to weaken and deal with the potential threat of
financial sanctions.

Key Words: financial sanctions, countermeasures, asymmetry, asymmetric countermeasures
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