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Abstract: The robustness of the political and judicial systems of China has been placed firmly
under the microscope during the COVID-19 outbreak and the ensuing prevention and control
measures which were implemented, as it is a test of the rule of law of the country. The Chinese
legal system has a rudimentary capacity to respond and prevent the propagation of epidemics but
is yet to identify a robust, calculated and standardized legal system which facilitates the efficient
operation of the respective organs of law and government. It is essential to consider infectious dis-
ease as a new form of threat to national security and subsequently adopt the measures into law.
This would promote the development of a “healthy China” and simultaneously enable the country
to temper risks and commensurate responses. The establishment of an epidemic prevention and
control legal system stemmed from the provision of primary references and guiding ideologies. In
order for this system to be effective, it must have good policy underpinning it and institutional
advantages for implementing laws. This makes it the most preferable form of national governance
model which is capable of responding to public health emergencies such as these. Constructing a
legal framework and architecture to address the control and prevention of epidemics ought to focus
on developing a structural system within which it operates, scientific and standardized provisions
and regulations, an efficient and convenient system and a delineation of responsibilities which
each main body will be expected to perform. It is essential to address the power balance between
central and regional powers, the relationship between public awareness of the prevailing circum-
stances and risk they face and the centralization of information, the maintenance of privacy while
acting in the public interest and ensuring the judiciary still has a role to play. These measures will
make it possible to amalgamate the best of politics and law in response.

Key Words: COVID-19, public health emergencies, epidemic prevention and control, legal

system, national governance
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