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Abstract: The provision of Article 542 of the Chinese Civil Code on the effectiveness of exercising
the creditor’s right of revocation has been controversial in recent years. According to the latest
provisions of the Judicial Interpretation of the General Principles of Contract Book in the Chinese
Civil Code., the exercise of the right of revocation can not only result in the debtor’s behavior
being absolutely invalid from the beginning, but may also have the effect of the creditor’s right to
request the counterparty to bear legal consequences such as returning property to the debtor.
According to the current rules of civil judgment enforcement in our country, in order to make the
requesting power of revocation right play an irreplaceable role, the creditor exercising the
revocation right should be allowed to subrogate the performance made by the counterparty to the
debtor. In order to maintain a moderate normative system balance with the system of subrogation
right, creditors who exercise the right of revocation can directly realize their claims through the
provisions of the Chinese Civil Code on offsetting, with the performance received by the counterparty
through subrogation. When the debtor is an enterprise legal person, the exercise effect of the
creditor’s revocation right should pay attention to the applicable relationship with the revocation
right of the bankruptcy administrator stipulated in the Enterprise Bankruptcy Law.

Key Words: creditor’s right to revoke, relative invalidness, absolute invalidness, right of

formation, right of claim
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