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Abstract: The traditional view is that the function of the legislative inquiry reply of the Legislative
Affairs Committee of the NPC Standing Committee is confused with that of the legislative inter-
pretation of the NPC Standing Committee, which makes the system have a certain tension between
the democratic legitimacy and the effectiveness of governance. In the attribute of authority, the
two have essential difference. The former is the result of both democracy and efficiency under the
system of people’s congress, which has the property of decision-making consultation. The latter
is an important means for the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress to supervise
the implementation and judicial interpretation of laws in different legal regions, which has the
property of supervision power and finality. In terms of functional types, although most legal in-
quiries and replies are characterized by “law interpretation”, they are mainly used in legal and po-
litical practices such as coordinating organizational affairs, regulating legislative disputes, and
providing references for law enforcement and judicial activities, which are difficult for judicial in-
terpretation to involve and unnecessary for legislative interpretation to intervene in. In order to
standardize the specific application of legal inquiry and reply, we should clarify three elements of
jurisdiction, procedure and supervision mechanism from the perspective of legal hermeneutics.
There is no need to resort to fundamental reform programs such as institutional abolition or main
body change.

Key Words: legislative power, the right of legal interpretation, Standing Committee of the Na-

tional People’s Congress, democracy and efficiency
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