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Abstract: Risk assessment organized, implemented, reviewed or approved by the state is part of
risk administration. The environmental impact assessment (EIA) system is China’s earliest risk
assessment system with distinct Chinese characteristics. Project EIA is conducted by the construction
unit, and the EIA report is reviewed and approved by environmental protection departments.
Projects shall not be constructed without such review or if the review results in disapproval. It is
within this institutional framework that EIA approval obtains its veto power. However, if the
risk assessment itself is organized and completed by administrative organs, the issue of approval
does not arise; instead, the risk assessment authorities should highly respect the evaluations
made by technical units and take actions based on the risk assessment results. As a means of
administrative management, when risk assessment is related to specific risk-prone facilities, it
should involve stakeholders. Given that its judgments involve both technical and policy-related
elements, risk assessment should also listen to the opinions of experts and the public, and be
subject to public supervision.
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