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Abstract: The outbreak of COVID-19 was a force majeure event. The relevant provisions of
Labour Contract Law combine the rules of force majeure and change of circumstances, and adopt
the no-fault dismissal system with the conditions of negotiation and change of labor contract,
advance notice and payment of economic compensation. This rule can not effectively deal with the
state of business suspension caused by force majeure, and can not protect the long-term interests
of workers, which actually magnifies the social risk of force majeure. Because the traditional
theory does not fully consider the force majeure system, it cannot explain the fault liability in the
labor contract, cannot reasonably divide the limit of labor protection, and may be unfair to the
enterprise. The force majeure system should be established in the labor contract. Social policies,
such as unemployment (employment) insurance, employment promotion, should be adopted to
combat social risks of force majeure. And it is needed to reasonably distribute the responsibility
for the employment risk and income protection caused by force majeure among the employer, the
employee, the society and the government.

Key Words: COVID-19, force majeure, labor contract
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