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Abstract: Algorithm in automated administration can be divided into translation algorithm and
self-learning algorithm, and the use of algorithm is faced with legitimacy crisis. Algorithm design-
ers in a private position embed their own judgments in translating legalese into machine language,
creating the risk of rewriting the law. In addition, algorithmic decision-making sometimes exceeds the
scope of legal authority in fact, and lacks the smooth relief mechanism. The legality control meth-
od of the algorithm should be adapted to the algorithm type. It is necessary to control the transla-
tion subject, the clarity of the translated law and the transparency of the translation process in
combination with the nature and technical characteristics of the translation algorithm. For self-
learning algorithm, we should first establish a “democracy-science” legitimacy framework, and
the algorithm should be controlled from the perspective of building trust in the algorithms by
guaranteeing the status of the public and the scientific nature of algorithms.

Key Words: automated administration, formal legitimacy, administrative democracy, administra-

tive science, algorithmic trust
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