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Abstract: The specific provisions of China’s Criminal Law contain numerous stipulations that

” as conditions for the establishment

require “serious circumstances (or abominable circumstances)
of specific crimes. The concept of “circumstance crime” is also widely used in the field of criminal
law in China and regarded as a unique type of crime in China’s criminal law. However, Article 13
of the Criminal Law stipulates the requirements of “circumstance” for the establishment of crimes
from both positive and negative perspectives, and all interpretations and identifications of specific
crimes in the specific provisions of the Criminal Law are guided or constrained by this provision.
Therefore, stipulating “serious circumstances (or abominable circumstances) ” as conditions for
the establishment of specific crimes only serves as a reminder and has no substantive significance,
and it can absolutely be deleted. Since all crimes must seriously harm society and “be subject to
criminal punishment in accordance with the law” which means they all meet the requirement of
serious circumstances, if they are all regarded as “circumstance crime” , they clearly do not
belong to a special type of crime. Therefore, the stipulation of “serious circumstances” in the
specific provisions of China’s Criminal Law and the concept of “circumstance crime” in criminal
law are characteristics that are not worth promoting. But as concepts of special types of
aggravated and mitigated crimes, “circumstance-aggravated crime” and “circumstance-mitigated
crime” still have their value.

Key Words: circumstance crime, circumstance, serious, concept, query
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