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Abstract: The court/arbitral tribunal interpreting the contract in the process of judicial procedure
is the subject of contract interpretation. The court/arbitral tribunal not hearing the case is not the
subject of interpretation even if it expresses its standpoints on the contract. The parties’ interpre-
tation of their contract may help the court/tribunal to make an appropriate judgment, neverthe-
less, they are not the subject of the interpretation. Expert witnesses, lawyers and scholars are
auxiliary persons in judicial process, rather than the subject of contract interpretation. As for the
professional legal opinion, it needs to be considered that whether it is based on the fact and
whether it conforms to the law and jurisprudence. If so, it may help the judge or the arbitrator to
make the decision and help properly applying the law. If not, it should not be referred to in the
judgement.

Key Words: the subject of contract interpretation, the court, the arbitration tribunal, expert witnes-

ses, professional legal opinion
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