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Right Theories toward the Community: An Inquiry of

the Development of Modern Chinese Jurisprudence
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Abstract: The development of Chinese jurisprudence from the last century can be de-
scribed of the history of the development of natural right theories., and this process is in pro-
gressing. There are different rights theories during the different periods. The doctrine of re-
specting the individual’s realistic needs and feelings have come in the philosophical thoughts
from the Song-Ming neo-Confucianism, and got it clear form in the late Qing-Dynasty,
shaped the concepts and manners of legal discourse with the movement of western civilization
into the oriental world. The establishment of PRC can be thought of the final embodiment of
the natural right from the last century., and there is reflective interests in right theories from
the 1980s. There is the questioning about the legitimacy of the rights itself following with
the questioning of the legal discourse during the last 10 years, and now we must take seri-
ously of the community in our right theories and must incorporate the needs of the community
in our future legal science.
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