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Abstract: Accurately determining the presence or absence of interest is crucial for judging the plaintiff
qualification of administrative reconsideration and administrative litigation. In China, commercial
registration has transformed from the franchise and verification model under a planned economy to
the registration model under the market economy., and the nature of administrative actions has
also shifted from licensing registration to confirmatory registration. The theory of protective
norms can be used as a basic analytical tool to determine whether Wang has the qualification of an
applicant for administrative reconsideration and whether Wang has interests in the registration
action. Meanwhile, interpreting these norms must be in conjunction with commercial registration
reform. The theory of protective norms theory has, to some extent, alleviated the subjectivity in
judicial assessments of interest relationships aiming for a more objective legal normative basis.
The importance of the protective norm theory should not be overstated, nor should China’s
criteria for judgment in place be undervalued. Eliminating subjective public rights and maintaining
normative analysis methods for protecting the third parties’ interests might be more readily
accepted in the theory and practice of China’s administrative law.

Key Words: commercial registration, theory of protective norms, interest relationship, plaintiff

qualification, applicant qualification
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