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Abstract: With the rapid development of the information industry, self-regulation has
become more and more concerned as one of the ways to protect personal data. As early as the
1990s, the US government encouraged self-regulation to protect personal privacy. However,
practice shows that the self-regulation mechanism has problems such as low participation,
poor execution, and lack of effective supervision and punishment mechanisms. Faced with the
impact of emerging technologies such as big data and cloud computing, self-regulation is only
a necessary condition for personal data protection, but not a sufficient condition. The combi-
nation of appropriate government intervention and industry self-discipline is the effective way
to solve the current dilemma. The EU General Data Protection Regulations adopts the concept
of industry-led and government-appropriate intervention. The government regulates and for-
mulates the basic framework and principles of personal data protection at the macro level,
while the market plays a fundamental role in self-regulation from the micro level. China’s cur-
rent self-regulation in the field of personal data protection is still in its infancy. We should
further expand the space for industry associations to play a self-discipline role on the basis of
legislation.
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(33 See Jared Strauss & Kenneth S. Rogerson, Policies for Online Privacy in the United States and the
European Union, Telematics and Informatics 19, 2002, p. 173.

(43 See Christodoulos Stefanadis, Self-Regulation, Innovation and the Financial Industry. Journal of

Regulatory Economics 23 (1), 2003, pp. 5~25.
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regulation? Seattle U. L. Rev. 34, 2011, p. 439.
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(83 See Robert Pitofsky, Self- Regulation and Antirust, Prepared Remarks in the D. C. Bar Association
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