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Abstract: Disputes in digital trade between states differ from traditional trade disputes, characterized
by their high frequency, complexity, and regulatory lag. Although the existing framework for
resolving traditional trade disputes can in principle be applied to digital trade disputes between
states, it fails to meet the specific needs for resolving such disputes. It exhibits certain limitations
in terms of determination of jurisdiction, application of dispute resolution rules, and enforcement
of solutions. As a result, it fails to effectively address emerging issues such as restrictions on
cross-border data flow, non-discriminatory treatment of digital products, and market access for
digital services. Against this backdrop, establishing a dispute settlement mechanism tailored to
the development of digital trade should become a key focus for both academia and industry. This
study suggests that, on one hand., advancing plurilateral agreement negotiations within the
framework of the WTO could facilitate the establishment of a digital trade dispute settlement
mechanism and even a broader digital trade rule system. On the other hand, digital trade rules and
dispute settlement mechanisms in regional agreements could serve as valuable references for
developing and refining WTO digital trade rules and constructing an effective digital trade dispute
settlement framework.
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