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Abstract: All entities whose substantive rights or legal positions are implicated by the proceedings
should be afforded procedural participation. However, this does not necessitate their engagement
as a formal party to be aligned with principles of procedural justice. Given the varying depths of
these entity relationships, appropriate litigation structures should be adopted by a tiered system of
adjudicative effects, complemented by a categorized system of effects of judgments. In the adjudication of
closely connected disputes, it is necessary to include the relevant disputing parties as necessary co-
litigants. However, this inclusion should be restricted based on their dominance and the autonomy
of their litigation actions. For loosely connected disputes, typical co-litigation procedures should
be applied and litigations should be consolidated for a single trial. Yet, the prospects for such
application remain uncertain due to stringent entry criteria. In the case of semi-connected disputes,
the disputing parties should be joined in the litigation as third parties without independent claims.
Courts, in these cases, should favor the principle of auxiliary third parties which is designed to
ensure procedural safeguards, while rigorously delimiting the realm for defendant-type third
parties. In forging China’s litigation framework involving multiple participants, the ultimate aim
should be accurate finding of the facts and ensuring disputes are resolved comprehensively in a
single instance. However, the approach to expanding the scope of adjudication powers and its
effectiveness in terms of litigants should be differentiated and gradational.
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effectiveness
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