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Abstract: Private technical standards can be transformed into official technical standards or can
play as regulatory tools together with official technical standards. In order to respond to the re-
quirements of technological innovation, Japan has established the policy of making all specific
regulations into performance regulations, and has made efforts to promote the use of private
technical standards by the administration. This approach enables the differentiated combination of
official performance standards and private specific standards, which can play the role of official
standards in terms of fairness and stability, have the advantage of the technical capabilities of pri-
vate institutions, and provide the possibility of timely updating of standards. Performance regu-
lations are an important way to realize the combination of “liberalization” and “management” in
the field of technical standards and public-private cooperation in governance. However, because
of the public nature of technical standards, adopted private technical standards should comply
with due process requirements when they are developed to ensure that multiple interests are rea-
sonably adjusted; the state should perform technical evaluation of private technical standards
when they are used, and be ultimately responsible for them.

Key Words: technical standards, private technical standards, performance regulations, group

standards, cooperative governance
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