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Abstract: With the development of digital technology, data has become a fundamental and strate-
gic resource for most of the countries. The competition for data resources among countries has be-
come increasingly intense. The issues such as cross-border data flow have become the focus of in-
ternational attention. Since data has the attributes of both property and personality interests,
there are differences in the philosophy of data governance among countries. At present, the global
data governance framework has not yet been formed. The Digital Economy Partnership Agreement
(DEPA) is the first special agreement for the digital economy in the world. In terms of data is-
sues, it mainly draws on American digital rules and adopts a flexible modular framework. It also
reflects the demands of small and medium-sized countries such as Singapore in terms of digital
governance. Compared with traditional comprehensive trade agreements, it is more contemporary,
flexible and extensible. From the perspective of the data exit assessment system being constructed
in China, there is a tension between China’s domestic digital rules and high-level international
digital rules such as DEPA. China’s application to join DEPA is conducive to promoting the devel-
opment of its own digital economy and international cooperation, improving the level of data gov-
ernance, and further expanding China’s voice in global data governance.

Key Words: DEPA, digital economy, global data governance
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