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Abstract: The original copy of art works is the core concept of the display right in China’s Copy-
right Law, but it has not received due attention. Facing the new challenges posed by new technol-
ogies and new business forms, regardless of traditional art works or digital art works, there is a
confusion about how to understand the original copy of art works and how to identify the original
copy of art works. In this regard, it is necessary to break through the traditional understanding in
Copyright Law that art works must have the original copies, that the original copies of art works
must be unique and that the original copies must be entities. Complying with the requirements of
technological development, we should firmly grasp the two key characteristics of exhibitability
and irreplaceable to construct the concept of the original copy of art works and create the general
rules for identifying the original copy of art works. For digital art works, on the premise of meet-
ing the “indirect” exhibitability, the electronic documents formed when the digital art works are
completed can be recognized as the original copies with the help of NFT technology.

Key Words: art works, original copy, the display right, non-fungible token
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