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Abstract: The criteria for identifying price manipulation behavior in China have undergone a
normative transformation from information interference to hoarding, and then to significant price
increases. In practice, it shows a law enforcement pattern of prioritizing emergency response over
normal governance, as well as prioritizing stable prices over ensuring supply. The regulation of
price manipulation has been transformed into a policy tool that strictly prohibits price increases,
which is suspected of abusing administrative power and disrupting market price patterns. To reshape
the regulatory positioning of price manipulation, it is necessary to classify the situation of price
hikes. Price hikes under normal circumstances are a natural response to supply and demand laws,
and regulation should mainly rely on competition law and consumer law. Only price increases
under abnormal circumstances can be regulated by the Price Law, but it is also necessary to build
a “safe harbor” for moderate price increases within a legitimate range. The criteria for determining
the behavior of price manipulation in our country should be improved as follows. Firstly, the
extraordinary period should be taken as the situational element, and the determination of price
manipulation under normal circumstances should be exempted. Secondly, it is necessary to focus
on people’s livelihood materials and exempt the recognition of general commodities. Thirdly, it is
necessary to use improper inducement of price increases or unreasonable excessive price increases
as a behavior criterion to avoid excessive law enforcement intervention in price manipulation.

Key Words: price manipulation, Price Law, price hikes, price regulation, supply and demand
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