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Abstract: The legal instrument used to delineate the extent of damages is generally considered to
be adequate causation. The origin of adequate causation lies in the adoption of causality by the
doctrine of full compensation and the remedy to causality’s deficiency. In German law, adequate
causation is constituted by the theory that “generally enhances the objective possibility of
damage”. In the post-war period, with the rapid development of social economy, the original ad-
equate causation could not effectively regulate the scope of damages. In order to achieve the ap-
propriateness of the legal conclusion, the adequate causation based on the probability position be-
gan to shift to the adequate causation based on the legal evaluation position. At the same time,
normative goal theory abandons the thinking method of adequate causation and directly carries out
normative evaluation on the scope of damages. The Japanese law influenced by the German civil
law theory also inherited adequate causation. In terms of nature, adequate causation based on le-
gal evaluation is overwhelmingly supported. In addition, in Japanese law, there is also a theoret-
ical structure other than causality, which takes the mode of combining the cause of responsibility
with the scope of responsibility, thus no longer following the thinking path of causality. From
the perspective of “exporting country” of adequate causation, the nature of adequate causation
has undergone potential changes and is strongly impacted by other theories. From the perspective
of China’s local resources, the legislation has formed the legal structure with rationality as the
center, and the judicature tends to distinguish the subjective path from adequate causation.
Therefore, the determination of the scope of damages should abandon the legal technique of ade-
quate causation and seek normative theoretical composition on the basis of distinguishing attribu-
tion and imputation, so as to have more advantages.

Key Words: adequate causation, damages, normative purpose, rationality, accountability
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