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Abstract: The term “corresponding responsibility” as stipulated in paragraph 2 of Article 38 of
the Law on Electronic Commerce is extremely ambiguous, which will not only make it more diffi-
cult for consumers to claim rights, but also increase the cost, and will greatly affect the accuracy
of the application of the law, unnecessarily increase the difficulty of judicial operations. To
resolve the uncertainty of the legal concept of “corresponding responsibility”, we should start
from the two dimensions of “corresponding breadth” and “corresponding depth”, and analyze
the legal obligations boundary and responsibility form of the platform operators. On this basis, if
the platform operator fails to fulfill the auditing obligations of the operators within the platform,
it may constitute joint infringement with the operators within the platform where the
infringement occurs, and shall bear joint and several liability. If the platform operators fails to
fully protect the consumers, it should assume additional responsibility. Of course, considering
that there is a theoretical dilemma in the application of the joint responsibility, under certain cir-
cumstances, it is a realistic choice to apply the provisions of unreal joint and several liability to
the platform operators.

Key Words: platform operator, audit obligation, security obligation, joint responsibility, supple-

mentary responsibility
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